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Monument author
hopes to help
families through
storytelling
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‘Wrmkley Bnnkley follows a beaver seeking self-worth and overcoming msecunty

BY BENN FARRELL

With's © his. . “refire-
ment job” in full swing,
“Grandpa Jimmy,” looks
to help families at a time
when the world is littered
with problems.

“Grandpa Jimmy” is the
pen name of Monument
resident and author Jim
Ertel. He launched the
website MyGrandpaJim-
my.com at the same time
of his children’s book
“Wrinkley Brinkley” was
published.

“Wrinkley  Brinkley”
is the story of a beaver
seeking self-worth and
overcoming  insecurity.
Brinkley has a desire for
acceptance and attempts
to save his colony from
the forest’s most deadly
adversary.

Ertel, nearing 70 years
old, is the grandfather of
six — five boys and one
girl — who are part of
his inspiraton for writ-
ing books and content for
young readers in middle
grades. -

Prior to becoming an
author, he spent many
years as a development
officer for a variety of
nonprofit organizations,
sharing their respective
visions with the public.
During his work with
these organizations, Ertel
found himself writing as
part of his duties.

“Eventually, I started
to write for myself and
started writing books,”
Ertel said. “I love writ-
ing for kids. ... Wrinkley
Brinkley is a very clean
book and meant to be in-
spirational.” *

Ertel’s themes in “Wrin-
kley Brinkley,” which the
author says i1s the first
book in a series, focus on
connecting with children
who feel they aren’t per-
fect and feel they have
nothing to offer their
world, he said.

the colony.

However, a mystical encounter with a new fnend
who leads Wrinkley to truth, courage and supernatu- |
ral power. Eventually, Wnnkley IS called upon by his
colony elders to once again face the Black Ghost in
L an encounter that could change everything.

ABOUT “WRINKLEY BRINKLEY"

While Wrinkley Brinkley's dreams are to protect
his colony of fellow beavers with cunning, com-
pensating for his lack of size, his aspirations bring
him face to face with the forest's most formidable
adversary, a wolf known as the Black Ghost.

Driven by feelings of worthlessness, insecurity
and a desire for acceptance, ernkleys attempt
to take on the Black Ghost ends in devastation for

T

“It’s simply about an in-
secure beaver who does
pretty well,” Ertel said.
“Family i1s my biggest
passion in life. I just want
families to do well.”

Years ago, Ertel never
dreamed of being a writ-
er as a career. However,
with “Wrinkley Brinkley,”
and what he’s calling his
“Hanger 1” series for chil-
dren, along with addition-
al content for parents and
grandparents on his web-
site, the retiree has carved a
little corner of the internet
for his “Grandpa Jimmy”
creations and branding.

“This has become my
retirement job,”  Ertel
said. “I'm not looking to
write the next great novel.
I'm just looking to write
for kids and families, and

| hopefully I can help some
| of them.

“m just a grandpa who
cares about what’s happen-
ing to families and what's go-

ing on in the world today.”

Ertel aspires to main-
tain the “Grandpa Jim-
my” website as a safe
place where families
can visit and not have to

deal with their everyday

problems. He said it took
about a year to put the
pieces together to launch
the venture.

“Grandpa Jimmy” 1s a

.native to Colorado :mcl1

spent his middle and high!
school years in Greeley.
He met his wife, Shirley,

at the age of 13 while in

Teased and tormented,
a tiny beaver longs for acceptance. Would challengmg
the colony’s most feared enemy change

junior high. They married
at 19 years old, when Er-
tel was already serving in
the U.S. Navy. They have
been married 51 years.

Ertel’s final year in the
Navy was spent in the
Vietnam War as a heli-
copter crewman doing
river patrol. With a love
of flying, he later became
a commercial airline pilot
and transitioned into pri-
vate aircraft sales.

After living and working
in California, and perform-
ing business development
for a university there, Ertel
and his wife had the oppor-
tunity to relocate to Col-
orado. They have lived in

Monument for 17 years.
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MyGrandpa
Jimmy.com

A caricature
of local
author Jim
Ertel used in

“the branding

of his cre-
ative writing
works

penned as
“Grandpa
Jimmy.”
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